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Bracco Launches BubbleGen ™  Early 

Access Program for Microbubble -Based 

Cell Selection and Activation at ISCT  
Bracco's new BubbleGen technology streamlines cell therapy manufacturing for one -step 

cell separation and activation with no magnetic residuals  

BubbleGen microbubbles can target specific cell subtypes, including rare populations  

Demos available for BubbleGen at ISCT, Booth #2711  

 

May 5, 2026 , Princeton, NJ  -  Bracco Imaging,  a global pharmaceutical company that develops, manufactures, 

and markets innovative healthcare sol utions, unveiled its Early Access Program  today to enable cell therapy 

developers to evaluate the company’s new BubbleGen ™  technology for cell therapy. Bracco’s team will be 

showcasing BubbleGen, which is designed to support a range of streamlined cell therapy manufacturing 

processes, at the International Society for Cell & Gene Therapy (ISCT) 2026 conference held this week i n Dublin, 

Ireland.  

Through the BubbleGen evaluation kit, academic and industry researchers can explore a new approach to cell 

separation. The technology uses buoyant microbubbles to isolate specific cells, offering an alternative to 

traditional magnetic bead -based methods. T he initial test case supports CD3+ T cell selection and activation in a 

format commonly used in commercial CAR T -cell therapies, and the platform is designed to extend beyond 

standard workflows. Researchers can adapt the system to isolate harder -to -target cell populations, remove 

unwanted components such as dead cells or platelets, and improve overall sample purity.  

“BubbleGen rethinks cell selection, enabling more flexible, targeted applications across cell types,”  said Sophie 

He, Vice President of Cell Therapy at Bracco. “With early access to the evaluation kit, researchers can test new 

workflows, help optimize their process, and provide feedback to guide the technology.”  

The BubbleGen  Early Access Program is intended for R&D and process development teams seeking greater 

flexibility in cell selection. Participants will be able to evaluate the technology’s performance across a range of 

applications and contribute feedback to inform futur e product development. “Beyond providing the technology, 

our focus is on supporting teams as they generate meaningful data within their own workflows,”  said Thierry 

Bettinger, Director of Bracco Research Center Geneva. “We will work closely with participan ts to guide 

experimental design, troubleshoot, and help them fully evaluate how microbubble -based cell selection can be 

applied to their specific processes.”  

At ISCT  conference , the  Bracco team will present two posters reflecting the versatility and performance of its 

Microbubble platform for simultaneous cell selection and activation across multiple cell types and workflows 

(Poster Reception #2, ‘Immunotherapy’):  

• Modular Microbubble Reagent: Efficient and Simultaneous Cell Selection and Activation, #1207  

http://www.bubblegen.com/
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• One Platform, Many Targets: Transforming Cell Selection and Activation with Lipid -Based Microbubbles 

#1129 

For a demo of Bracco’s BubbleGen technology  visit booth #2711 at ISCT this week.  

To learn more and apply for the BubbleGen TM  Early Access Program, visit BubbleGen.com . 
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About Bracco’s Cell Selection and Activation Solution for Cell Therapy Workflows  

Bracco is offering lipid -based, gas -filled microbubble technology for bead -free cell selection and activation across cell therapy 

research and manufacturing workflows. It adapts Bracco’s proven microbubble technology that has been clinically validated 

and used in contrast -enhanced ultrasound imaging for 25 years.  

The technology uses proprietary lipid microbubbles to enable ligand -driven targeting of a wide range of immune cell subsets 

and supports positive, negative, and sequential selection. It enables gentle cell handling and downstream processes such as 

genetic modification and expansion. Unlike bead -based approaches, Bracco’s cell selection and activation microbubble 

technology can be removed simply by popping them or leaving them undisturbed for a short period of time.  

Designed as an open, integration -ready platform, this technology is compatible with automated and closed manufacturing 

systems and is expected to be available for clinical use in 2027.  

Learn more at www.bracco.com/celltherapy  

For research use only. Not for use in diagnostic procedures.  

 

About Bracco Imaging  

Bracco Imaging is a global leader in diagnostic imaging, dedicated to improving people’s lives by shaping the future of 

prevention and precision medicine. With a strong passion for innovation, the company develops and provides a broad 

portfolio of pharmace utical products for diagnostic imaging: contrast agents for X -ray, Computed Tomography (CT), and 

Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI), as well microbubbles for Contrast Enhanced Ultrasound (CEUS), and Molecular Imaging 

through radioactive tracers and novel PET  imaging agents, alongside specialized medical devices and related services.  

The company is committed to advancing diagnostic imaging by sharing knowledge to cultivate future thought leaders, 

linking today’s practice with tomorrow’s progress. Since 1927, Bracco Imaging has grown to more than 3,800 employees and 

now supports patient s, healthcare professionals, and healthcare systems in over 100 countries.  

Discover Bracco Imaging at www.bracco.com  

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Alessandra.Vulpiani/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Olk/Attachments/ooa-a5eaaab6-c2c7-490d-82d9-50f1d9e689b5/cdb28fa2f23aeaa3efa45452438e0ac5d5071cc29148429a5246847442a01f90/www.BubbleGen.com

